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REHMEBORNE-B8-AE-FEEE:

Due to how globalization has developed in recent years and its ever-
increasing impact on Japan, this course is designed to help students
develop a deeper understanding of Japanese issues and how they may be
interconnected on an international level. This course aims to help students
communicate adequately in English about such issues through discussion,
debate and presentations. This course is especially useful for students who
are perhaps wanting to study/work abroad or even have the desire to work
for an international company in Japan. Students will explore a multitude
of topics covering various areas such as history, geography, politics,
economics, society, education, technology, religion and culture. The
course will divide a particular topic into two parts (for the duration of two
lessons). The first part will primarily focus on the Japanese domestic
perspective/context, after which we will subsequently explore the broader
international perspective/context and its possible connection with the
former. Students should be prepared to do reading, discussions, mini-
debates and listening activities every week plus a final writing task. In
summary, this course is both a skills and content-based one.
RRAEEHE 53

Course Work/Participation=20%

In Class Mid-term Test = 20%

Final Essay (1000 words) = 30%

Final Presentation = 30%

THERAMNEHE):
N/A
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Topics on the Japanese Economy and Society
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REBNBONE-BM-HiE-DEEE:

This seminar will examine - in English - a wide variety of issues that are
important for understanding contemporary Japanese society and the
Japanese economy. It will closely explore and discuss various relevant
English texts, and critically examine how they deal with and contextualise
Japan. Covered topics may include: family structures, education,

corporate management, labour relations, immigration, popular culture, and
food. By successfully completing this seminar, students will be able to
broaden their intellectual cognisance of the contemporary debates

surrounding the Japanese economy and society in the English-speaking
world (e.g., their development and the key perspectives).

RUAEEHE 53

Class Contribution (attendance, reading preparation, participation in

discussions): 20%

Presentation: 30%

Essay (final paper): 50%

THERANEHE):

There will be no textbook for this seminar. Reading material will be
provided by the instructor.
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BEXMBEORE-BH-AE-FERE:

Food surrounds us. Yet do we really know why we eat some food and not
others? Why is it that we feel more romantic when we savour French
cuisine but not when slurping on Chinese noodles? What are the
differences between eating in as opposed to eating out, and do the places
where we eat determine our perception of taste? In what ways are we
influenced by marketing that appears as advertisement, conditioning our
preference, for example, for Coke over Pepsi? How is family (mother’s
food) and sexuality (sweets and women; beer and men) reflected and
represented in food? And why do we base so much of our judgment of
other people on how they eat and what they eat?

This seminar takes a critical, historical, and global look at food in all its
manifestations, both delicious and disgusting, safe and dangerous, natural
and artificial, in order to arrive at some tentative answers to the questions
posed above. Many of the historical case studies this seminar tackles
derive from European, American and Japanese experiences, and the time
period will focus on the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries. Some of the
topics this seminar introduce will include: how a modern taste
emphasizing appreciation of natural ingredients has emerged; how the
correct use of knives, forks, and chopsticks became important social
markers; how the expansion of empires contributed to the diffusion of
foodstuffs and generated discussions of what constituted national cuisine;
how industrialization changed the way in which consumers interacted
with their food; how beverages such as coffee and tea or staples such as
meat and vegetables came to connote different gender identities; and the
extent to which a nutritional perspective has ‘scientized’ our perception of
food.

During the first two months the seminar will be devoted to tackling some
classic research conducted in the field. Placed in groups, students will
need to embark on fieldtrips, present results of group work, and argue
their point of view with the entire class. There will also be mini lectures
by the instructor to aid comprehension; but the seminar is essentially an
interactive one: the sense of intellectual satisfaction will crucially depend
on both the quantity and quality of cooperative learning. During the last
month, however, seminar participants will choose their own topic and
conduct their own research projects under the direction of the instructor.
The end-semester-essay (2,500 words) students submit will have a
carefully formulated question, be situated within a body of knowledge,
and employ substantial source material. This seminar attaches particular
importance to tutorial sessions through which understanding is further
deepened.

RUAEETAR /0% -

Presentations: 20%
Mid-term book review: 10%
Response papers: 10%
Mind maps: 10%
Participation: 20%
Final essay: 30%

Attendance More than 5 absences = FAIL

REMEORNE-B8-HE-FEEE:

We live in curious times that, as the proportion of children in the
developed world dwindles, our affection for them has grown more intense.
We shower children with toys, sweets, and gifts. We take them to places
and events that would make them happy. We fork out a fortune to make
sure they receive the best possible education. Some are even prepared to
sacrifice careers for their children's futures. Children are, in short,
priceless treasures.

As reserach into childhood studies reveal, however, it has not always been
thus. Not only were childhoods more precarious (due to the risks of
diseases) they were shorter as most children had to grow up quickly to
work, fight or marry. It is only recently that children's health has

improved, the times that they can continue to be children have lengthened,
and emotional and financial dependency on parents has increased.

Focusing on the past 100 years - a centruy that has been labelled "the
century of the child" - this seminar investigates how and why children
became separate from adults, how and why children have became the
emotional centre of nuclear families in which they have been made to act
out cute roles, and how and why businesses, schools, and the state came to
view them as consumers, pupils, and little citizens whose 'proper'
development has become crucial to future society.

AR5 i

REQUIREMENTS Presentations: x2 as groups; x1 on individual research
topic Response papers: x4 based on assigned readings Mid-term essay:
1,000 words Final essay: 3000+ words (with references and bibliography)

EVALUATION Presentations: 20% Response papers: 20% Final essay:
30% Participation: 30%





