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If there is a red thread to be found in McEwan'’s novels, it is the breach of these daily routines,
and the effects that follow as a result. McEwan, to whom the novel is an exploration of human
nature, uses his protagonists to explore and develop these conflicts. Often, the protagonists
of his novels find themselves lost in a world unfamiliar to them, isolated and thus forced to

look inwards [#2]
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As a nurse at St. Thomas’, Briony learns how to put her skillful lying to good use. In her
scene with Luc Cornet, she learns that storytelling can help people. She sits and talks, in
French, with the dying soldier. He is delusional, yet she goes along with his delusions,
pretending to be a girl he knows and whom his parents want him to marry. When he asks
her if she loves him, she says that she does, thus providing some comfort to him moments
before he dies [#K]
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