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En partant de la présentation du point de vue de
1’ ethnologie du Japon et de 1’anthropologie religieuse sur
quelques—unes des grandes questions de fond contemporaines
relatives au fait religieux en général et plus particulierement
dans la société japonaise, le cours abordera plusieurs thémes
concrets du fait religieux au Japon. Sera également présenté un
apercu des problémes qui se posent au chercheur non japonais,

travaillant sur le terrain au Japon en collaboration avec des

ethnologues japonais, ainsi qu’ une réflexion sur la facon dont

ceux—cl peuvent étre résolus.

Les thémes présentés :

1 —les spécialistes religieux : a 1’intérieur de la grande
catégorie de ces spécialistes, caractéristiques, fonctions,
transformations et adaptations formelles et intérieures
exigées des spécialistes de la possession et des pratiquants
du shugend6 par la société actuelle.

2 = le shugendd et la synthése des cultes et pratiques dans les
communautés locales, la question de la légitimation et de
la légitimité du shugendo et dans le shugendo.

3 — la mort, les morts, les ames des morts et les dieux : quelle
place pour la mort, les morts, les dieux dans la société
contemporaine, quels remaniements de la tradition, quelles

créations ?
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Summary

On the first day, [ will lecture for most of the time. I will
introduce the topic, provide some background and context,
and will outline some of the main controversies in the field.

On the second day, we will dwelve into a number of key

studies. Each of you will present one of them and we will



discuss them as a group.

The next two days are dedicated to hands—on experimenting
with biological motion stimuli. I will use one day to introduce
you to a number of concepts and data structures that we
use in my lab to deal with biological motion data. I will also
demonstrate a Matlab based programming package that we will
then use to set up simple experiments.

This is what we do on the fourth day. In groups of two
students, you will set up your own little experiment, collect
data with it, and evaluate them.

Finally on the last day, you will be writing a report. This
report should be in the form of a short scientific paper. For

more details, see below.

Day 1

[ will be lecturing most of the day. We get to know each other,
learn about the general topic and its context, and lay out the
plan and the basics for the coming days.

Unit 1

Introduction of myself and the students

Outline of the course

Readings, assignments, marking schemes

Unit 2

Some basic principles on visual perception in general, and
motion perception in particular

Unit 3

Controversies in biological motion research

Day 2
Units 4-6
We will read a number of key papers and will discuss relevant
experiments. Each student is assigned a paper and will give a
short presentation of it.
Topics:

+ Global vs. local processing

+ Attentional mechanisms

+ The role of learning

+ Biological motion in the visual periphery

+ Neuroanatomy of biological motion perception

+ Perception, action, and the role of mirror systems

Day 3

Unit 7

Motion capture techniques, procedures, data structures,
Fourier-based representations

Unit 8

PLDtools. A Matlab based toolbox

+ Design of biological motion stimuli

+ Experimental design
Unit 9
PLDtools: An example program

Data evaluation using DosStat

Day 4

Units 10-12

[ will outline a number of little experiments. In groups of two,
you will pick one of them, you will implement it using the
PLDtools, and you will then collect data on yourself and your

partner.

Assignments

You will write a final report about your experiment in the form
of a short scientific paper. In the Introduction you have to put
your experiment into the context of what you have learned on
days 1 and 2. In the Methods part you have to include what
you learned on day 3, and then you describe what you did on
day 4 in the Results section. Pick up on the questions raised
in the Introduction and discuss what your experimental results
can contribute to answering them in the final Discussion part.
The report will be the basis for your mark on the course.

Details of the marking scheme will be provided in the course.

Material
Manual for the PLDtools
Manual DosStat

How you can prepare for this course
Learn the fundamentals of Matlab! Ideally you would know
+ how to open and close matlab
+ how to execute a command in the command line
+ how to save your work and how to load it
+ how to access elements in vectors and matrices
+ how to conduct simple vector and matrix algebra
+ the difference between a script file and a function file
* how to use flow control statements such as for, while, i,
switch
+ how to make simple line plots, scatter plots, bar graphs
+ how to import data from and export data into an ASCII
file
A very good book is:
D. Hanselman & B. Littlefield: Mastering Matlab, Pearson
Prentice Hall, 2005.
There are also very good online tutorials available. Here are a
few. The first one is particularly good:
http://www.mines.utah.edu/gg_computer_seminar/matlab/

matlab.html



http://www.cyclismo.org/tutorial/matlab/
http://www.mathworks.com/academia/student_center/
tutorials/launchpad.html
http://www.mathworks.com/access/helpdesk/help/techdoc/
learn_matlab/

In addition you can start reading the papers listed in the

reference list below.
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En partant de la présentation du point de vue de
1’ ethnologie du Japon et de 1’anthropologie religieuse sur
quelques—unes des grandes questions de fond contemporaines
relatives au fait religieux en général et plus particulierement
dans la société japonaise, le cours abordera plusieurs thémes
concrets du fait religieux au Japon. Sera également présenté un
apercu des problémes qui se posent au chercheur non japonais,
travaillant sur le terrain au Japon en collaboration avec des
ethnologues japonais, ainsi qu’ une réflexion sur la facon dont
ceux—cl peuvent étre résolus.
Les thémes présentés :

1 - les spécialistes religieux : a 1’intérieur de la grande
catégorie de ces spécialistes, caractéristiques, fonctions,
transformations et adaptations formelles et intérieures
exigées des spécialistes de la possession et des pratiquants
du shugend6 par la société actuelle.

2 = le shugendd et la synthése des cultes et pratiques dans les
communautés locales, la question de la légitimation et de
la légitimité du shugendo et dans le shugendo.

3 — la mort, les morts, les dmes des morts et les dieux : quelle
place pour la mort, les morts, les dieux dans la société
contemporaine, quels remaniements de la tradition, quelles

créations ?
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Summary
On the first day, I will lecture for most of the time. I will
introduce the topic, provide some background and context,
and will outline some of the main controversies in the field.
On the second day, we will dwelve into a number of key
studies. Each of you will present one of them and we will
discuss them as a group.
The next two days are dedicated to hands—on experimenting
with biological motion stimuli. I will use one day to introduce
you to a number of concepts and data structures that we
use in my lab to deal with biological motion data. I will also
demonstrate a Matlab based programming package that we will
then use to set up simple experiments.
This is what we do on the fourth day. In groups of two
students, you will set up your own little experiment, collect
data with it, and evaluate them.
Finally on the last day, you will be writing a report. This
report should be in the form of a short scientific paper. For

more details, see below.

Day 1

[ will be lecturing most of the day. We get to know each other,
learn about the general topic and its

context, and lay out the plan and the basics for the coming
days.

Unit 1

Introduction of myself and the students

Outline of the course

Readings, assignments, marking schemes

Unit 2

Some basic principles on visual perception in general, and
motion perception in particular

Unit 3

Controversies in biological motion research

Day 2
Units 4-6
We will read a number of key papers and will discuss relevant
experiments. Each student is assigned a paper and will give a
short presentation of it.
Topics:

+ Global vs. local processing

+ Attentional mechanisms

+ The role of learning

+ Biological motion in the visual periphery



+ Neuroanatomy of biological motion perception

+ Perception, action, and the role of mirror systems

Day 3
Unit 7
Motion capture techniques, procedures, data structures,
Fourier-based representations
Unit 8
PLDtools. A Matlab based toolbox
+ Design of biological motion stimuli
+ Experimental design
Unit 9
PLDtools: An example program

Data evaluation using DosStat

Day 4

Units 10-12

[ will outline a number of little experiments. In groups of two,
you will pick one of them, you will implement it using the
PLDtools, and you will then collect data on yourself and your

partner.

Assignments

You will write a final report about your experiment in the form
of a short scientific paper. In the Introduction you have to put
your experiment into the context of what you have learned on
days 1 and 2. In the Methods part you have to include what
you learned on day 3, and then you describe what you did on
day 4 in the Results section. Pick up on the questions raised
in the Introduction and discuss what your experimental results
can contribute to answering them in the final Discussion part.
The report will be the basis for your mark on the course.

Details of the marking scheme will be provided in the course.

Material
Manual for the PLDtools
Manual DosStat

How you can prepare for this course
Learn the fundamentals of Matlab! Ideally you would know
+ how to open and close matlab
+ how to execute a command in the command line
+ how to save your work and how to load it
+ how to access elements in vectors and matrices
+ how to conduct simple vector and matrix algebra
+ the difference between a script file and a function file
+ how to use flow control statements such as for, while, i,

switch

+ how to make simple line plots, scatter plots, bar graphs
+ how to import data from and export data into an ASCII
file

A very good book is:
D. Hanselman & B. Littlefield: Mastering Matlab, Pearson
Prentice Hall, 2005.
There are also very good online tutorials available. Here are a
few. The first one is particularly good:
http://www.mines.utah.edu/gg_computer_seminar/matlab/
matlab.html
http://www.cyclismo.org/tutorial/matlab/
http://www.mathworks.com/academia/student_center/
tutorials/launchpad.html
http://www.mathworks.com/access/helpdesk/help/techdoc/
learn_matlab/
In addition you can start reading the papers listed in the

reference list below
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