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o NATURAL x LOCAL x CREATIVE

A good town is not only a functional environment, but also &
well-balanced mix of natural, local and creative elements.

When people try o create a good city, they tead to focus on the
functional aspects of the city in order to provide cach resident
with an efficient and comfortable living environment. It is true
that a city with as many functional conveniences as the location
allows, or with trendy designs, or with similar buildings
antificially placed side by side, may be filled with material
wealth, but it remains in  cramped space that does not allow for
spiritual comfort. One of the indicators of the richness of human
life is "spiritual richness". This indicator is different for each
person, but only when people are satisfied with this spiritual
richness, it can be said that the city is really in a good state. So
how does spiritual richness become a reality? It is important that
cach person's life is fulfilling and casy to live, but at the same
time, a5 long as people gather o form a city and live in the same
area, the city as a whole and the lives in the city must be rich.

‘The first thing that can satisfy the need for spiritual enrichment is the
presence of natural clements in the city. Just as there are always a
certain number of people who prefer to five in the country, and just as
every urban development is dotted with trees, even if they are arfificial,
people desire 1o live in a way that allows them to feel nature. Nature is
inseparable from human history and daily life, just as cotton, vegetables,
wood, and other resources necessary for food, clothing, and shelter arc
derived from nature. The space created by nature, which is the opposite

of people’s busy lives, is essential for us to live stress-free, rich hife. In
order o feel this, nature should be close to our lives.

Secondly, it is important for a city to have many interactions and vitality
that creates a local element. If the town as a whole has a sense of unity
and love for its neighbors, it is easy o collaborate and help each other
By using local ingredients for food and valuing local products, a
regional cycle can take place s 5 sustainable, high
quality lifestyle becomes possible.

And finally, let's not forget the creativity and uniqueness - the creative
element. This element allows people to create their own lives in the city,
rather than all working and living in a similar way. By designing a town
that encourages challenge of people as a space, people will be able to
work on their own initiative, and cach person will be able to live their
lives with vibrancy and commitment. When self-expression is
celebrated and people are able to create a life that suits them, they can
recognize, connect, and enhance each other.

When these three elements, natural, local and creative, come together,
people can envision their ideal life and try to give shape to it, and the
town as a whole can become a lively space.

refore:
Build a town that incorporates these three clements.
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A PATTERN LANGUAGE FOR CREATING A CITY WITH NATURAL, LOCAL AND CREATIVE ELEMENTS 1

A Pattern Language for Creating a City with Natural, Local and Creative Elements
Learned from Portland, Oregon
Misaki Yamakage', Sakic Namiki', Sawami Shibata!, Kiyoka Hayashi',
Takashi Iba'* and Mitsuhiro Yamazaki'’
Keio University
* Portland Urban Architecture Rescarch Laboratory (PUARL), University of Orcgon
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